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The Brooksville United Methodist Church hosted the Christmas Eve service at 
Reversing Falls. A couple came in the door, and the woman asked if all were welcome. 
I did not have a newsletter, a brochure or our welcome statement to hand her. But it 
was a reminder that our welcome bears repeating.  
 

Welcome 
 

Whoever you are, you are welcome here. 
Wherever you come from, you are welcome here. 

Protestant or Catholic, you are welcome here. 
Buddhist, Jew or Muslim, you are welcome here. 

And if you come from no religious tradition at all, you are welcome here. 
If you are a believer, you are welcome here. 

If you are not a believer, you are welcome here. 
 

Whatever your sexual orientation or gender expression, you are welcome here. 
Whatever your age or ability, you are welcome here. 

If you come here often, you are welcome here. 
If you have not been here for a long time, you are welcome here. 

If you have never been here before, you are welcome here. 
We open our hearts to you, and ask only that you 

open your hearts to each other.  



The Gallery Within announces a call for entries 
for two upcoming shows in 2019. 

 
           Art From Anything:  
            February 2-24, 2019 
 
In this show, artists explore the diversity of 
materials used to create art. Paint, stretched 
canvas, drawing paper, and clay may be in 
evidence, but the artists will also reach beyond 
the traditional paint box to mine materials 
from hardware stores, dumps, attic trunks, 
thrift stores, forests, shoreline, and children's 
toy boxes. Art can be made with anything and 
everything. 

 
The open call for this show closes January 13. 
 
 

Water Flow &  Form April 6-28, 2019 
 
How do artists use water as an image or in the fabrication process of their 
work? Artists in this exhibit might work in watercolor, wet felting or basketry 
or depict foaming ocean waves, drops of rain, water lilies in a pond or ice 
crystals.  Artists explore, expand and explain our human connection to water  
. . . a basic element of life. 
 
Artists interested in participating in either of these exhibits of The Gallery Within @ Reversing 
Falls Sanctuary, Brooksville, ME should contact Daksha Baumann, 326-0631 
janetlynn821@gmail.com. 
 
The Gallery Within is a non-profit gallery and seeks to exhibit 
work: 

By those emerging and established artists not represented or under-
represented by commercial galleries 

 By those whose work will strengthen connections among the 
local community 

 By those who explore ecological issues 
 By those who explore spiritual issues 
 By those who engage others in a collaborative art making 
process 

 By those who expand the creative culture of the local 
community 

mailto:janetlynn821@gmail.com


                     Kaleidoscoping Christianity - Continuing the Conversation 
 
Dear Friends, 
    I am writing to you because you were either at the dinner at our house following 
the Kaleidoscoping Christianity series at the Reversing Falls Sanctuary or because you 
have expressed an interest in pondering questions related to the ways in which the 
Christian story/tradition/community might shape our lives in this beautiful and 
suffering world.  While the "kaleidoscoping Christianity" series offered some 
opportunities for us to "go deeper" into the story/tradition than the culture and the 
institutional church often invite us to go, in many ways it seemed like we just 
scratched the surface of some very big questions.  Clearly there is more to talk about, 
more to ponder, more to wrestle with on our way to what lives and burns and sings at 
the heart of the Christian story (and the accompanying question: How to live in ways 
that are "true" to the heart of the story?).  
 
   I have no idea how to proceed in this 
venture.  But it occurs to me that making 
relationships might be a good place to 
begin.  And so, I invite you to return to the 
Hewes' home on Sunday January 13 at 4:00 
with something to share related to two 
questions:  1) What cultural or global issue 
keeps you awake at night?  2) How does 
your faith and/or your life in this moment 
shape your response to this issue?  Perhaps 
in our sharing something may come clear 
about how (or if) we will continue the 
conversation.   
 
  And because gathering around a table and food is such a community-building 
activity, I would also invite anyone who would like to do so to bring something for a 
pot-luck supper after our "formal" conversation.  We will have supper no later than 
6:00, and you can be on your way whenever you feel you have been nourished in both 
body and soul.   
 
    Please feel free to call (326-9132) or to email me with any thoughts or questions 
you might have.  This is tricky business.  We all come carrying our own questions, 
shaped by our own stories, wounded by our own devastations, graced by our own 
blessings.  Sometimes it's impossible to find common ground or to offer an 
experience that meets everyone's needs.  But we can only begin by listening to one 
another and holding with reverence and care the things that are bringing us both 
sorrow and hope in these days.   
                                                                                                Elaine Hewes 



Coming Climate Awareness Events and Conference Update 
 
òWe are the first generation to foresee the catastrophic consequences of climate 
change and the last generation with an opportunity to forestall it.ó 

(adapted from Jim Antal) 
 

RFSõs Climate Awareness Initiative is convening several relevant gatherings as follows: 
o A meet, greet and learn with Dr. Megan 
Flenniken, GSA Environmental Science Teacher 
on Jan. 15 at 6 p.m. 
o Report from Katowice, Poland on the COP24 
International Climate Change Conference by Flo 
Reed of Sustainable Harvest on Jan. 30 at 6 p.m. 
o Environmental-themed music and stories by 
Prof. Grey Cox, COA and Shawn and Maizey 
Mercer on Feb. 9. 
 
We are working hard at putting the Climate 
Convergence Conference together for the summer at 
GSA and are receiving much support. People are 
volunteering for specific tasks, organizations are 

sponsoring, and nearly everyone I talk to about Climate Change acknowledges the 
problem and wants to be part of the solution. Our Keynoter will be newly elected 
Maine Representative Chloe Maxmin from the 88th District. The arrangement was 
made by Rob Shetterly who is also a conference planner and featured speaker. Joan 
MacCracken is coordinating the GSA project scheduled for July 20. 

Tony Ferrara 
 
 

Fall Appeal Standing and Plans for Bathroom and Kitchen 
 
Cost estimates have been solicited for the kitchen and bathroom. 
 
Grant from Maine Community Foundation - $2500 
 
Appeal monies received as of January 4 - $5,480      
       [Karen reports that checks continue to come daily] 
 

 
 
 



December was an exciting month at Reversing Falls Sanctuary with a Solstice 
Celebration, an Advent Spiral, and the Brooksville United Methodist Church 
Christmas Eve service. Below are two photos from the solstice and then a 
photographic essay from the design for a double spiral through the building of the 
spiral and then the ceremony itself ending in darkness and candlelight. 

 

 
 

 
Lin and Anne Parker double spiral design 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


